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The 1st representative research of domestic violence in the Czech republic

I. Every 6th citizen of the Czech republic admits of violence in their relationship with partner, i.e. at least 16 % of people from the age of 15 up become victims of domestic violence. Long-term violence and prevalence of physical violence accompanied with mental cruelty are the characteristic traits of domestic violence in our country. 

II. Three fifth of people older than 15 have heard of domestic violence cases, more than one fourth encountered domestic violence directly (as witness, victim, eventually the violent person).

III. Two thirds of people are of opinion that domestic violence is a serious phenomenon that cannot be kept quiet about. The society cannot tolerate domestic violence because the family where it happens is not able to help themselves on their own – that is the prevailing opinion (71 %).

IV. Four fifth of people are convinced that people living close to victim (relatives, neighbours, doctors, police) cannot remain indifferent to domestic violence.

V. However every other person would hesitate face to face to domestic violence whether to help or leave it unnoticed. People are missing information how to defend from domestic violence. Only less than one fifth of people have sufficient information.

VI. Two thirds of people assume mistakenly that decent people do not commit domestic violence. Three fifth of people are under the influence of myths and prejudice convinced that only week and timid women become victims. 

VII. 84 % of families tainted with domestic violence have children growing up in them and in 69 % of those cases, attacks occur in children’s presence.

VIII. On average victims start looking for help only after 6 years of suffering behind closed doors. Generally they decide to take this step in the moment when they realize their life is in danger.

IX. Victims of domestic violence usually try to step out from privacy in two ways: in most cases they seek for help at doctors and protection at police.

X. The characteristic traits of the aggressive partner are the most common reason of domestic violence from the victims’ point of view; alcohol is mentioned as the starter of violence.

